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THREE COLUMN CHARTS


Purposes


To help students access prior knowledge through brainstorming


To identify areas of student interest or concern


To aid teachers in planning lessons as well as checking for understanding


To track student learning throughout the unit of study


To identify areas for further student research/study





Process


Use this strategy prior to, during, or at the close of any unit of study.  The              process can be done individually, in small groups, or as a class activity.


Announce topic and column titles; post on charts or have students record in                            table groups.


The teacher or students will record student responses to the stems.  The student          who offers the idea tells the recorder which column to put it in.


During the brainstorming phase, emphasize getting lots of ideas rather than debating     or discussing the ideas as they are generated.  Debates, clarifications, and discussion of ideas occur once the brainstorming is over.  The teacher does not clarify any confusions or react in any way other than to record the data.  Conflicting data may be recorded.


During the lesson or unit of study points of misconception, confusion, or curiosity are addressed.


    Choose any one of the following sets of column headings or create your own.








What I Knew…�
What I Now Know…�
What I Still Don’t Know…�
�
What I Know…�
What I Don’t Know…�
What I wish I Knew….�
�
Productive…�
Somewhat Productive…�
Unproductive…�
�
Most Important…�
Somewhat Important…�
Not Important At All…�
�
Already Know…�
Want To Know…�
Learned…�
�
In Reading Vocabulary I 


Can Read, Use in Writing 


& Use in Discussion…�
In Reading Vocabulary I Can Read But Don’t Use…�
Never Heard/Saw It Before�
�









